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Anna was a prophetess
She was constantly at the temple worshiping day and
night.
She fasted and prayed, watching and waiting for the
messiah.
At the time she is mentioned in the Bible, she is very
old.
As she watches Simeon cradle the baby Jesus in his
arms giving praises to God she recognizes who He is,
the son of God.
"She gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to
all who were looking forward to the redemption of
Jerusalem." (Luke 2:38)

Anna
Facts from the Bible

Luke 2:36-38



by Bonny Summers

Glimpse
of the Awaited One

Anna stirred and was soon awake wondering what God
had in store for her this day. As her mind brought to her
attention all the Lord had provided for her over her long
life, she couldn’t help but reflect on her mission to make
the God of Heaven and Earth real and personal for every
person she saw during the day.

“O my Heavenly Father,” her morning prayer began,
“Thank you for Your everlasting love for me and Your
people everywhere.”

Musing, as she was prone to do these last few years, the
memory of her husband of seven years before leaving her
a widow came surging through her thoughts.

 During those seven years Anna had not conceived a child
so there was only the God she served and loved to keep
her company during the lonely days and nights or take
care of her needs of food and shelter. She did not despair
or grow angry or bitter but instead looked steadfastly to
the Husband he was to her as confirmed in the Book of
Isaiah, “For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts
is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The
God of the whole earth shall he be called.”
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Then, at this stage of life was prone to sidetrack her now
and then, she calculated her age. Anna was almost
fourteen when her menses began. Mother informed Father
to contact Anna’s beloved and let the marriage planning
begin. Was she almost 105 years old? Was that possible? In
her mind, she took the time to add her fourteen years,
then the seven years of married bliss, followed by
fourscore and four years serving in the temple. Yes, it was
true!

Still musing about her married life, her thoughts roamed
as she thought of the home for her and Mikah she
dreamed of and had become the all-consuming work of
her dreams. She did have chores in her mother’s home
that needed to be completed first before her own plans
could unfold.

Drawing water at the village well was not only her first
duty of the day, but it was also the most exciting! All the
young virgins of marriageable age gathered, took turns
lowering the bucket and retrieving the refreshing, cool
water while exchanging all the wonderful news about their
own plans and desires for establishing God fearing homes
of their own.

Returning home, Anna quickly made short work of
sweeping the floor after stacking the bed pallets against
the far wall, serving breakfast to father and brothers
before they headed to their plot of land outside the village
wall where they worked from early dawn to dusk growing
barley and a large garden of vegetables and herbs which
would be dried for winter’s use, nourishing them until
spring and the cycle repeated.



 Soon the humble home was left to the two women.
Mother and daughter sat at the table with mugs of herbal
tea as they sorted out options for the bridal dress,
refreshments to be served and made a list of guests to be
invited.

Slowly her mind awoke from her reminiscing nudging her
into greeting the morning with enthusiasm.

Fully roused from her daydreaming, Anna wondered what
God had in store for her this day and who she would meet
in the temple courtyard.

Carefully, she completed her morning cleansing, dressed
and after a small breakfast of fruit and nuts was soon
ready to leave her small but cozy apartment. Urged on by
the Holy Spirit, her heart leaped with joy and anticipation
as she entered the public area where even the women
could come and worship the God of Heaven and Earth.

Anna knew no hesitation as her eyes landed on the
apparent poverty of a husband and wife that had come to
make the mother’s purification offering and present her
Man Child to the Lord according to the instructions of
Moses for every male that opened the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord with an offering of a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons.
 
Anna observed Simeon holding the Baby, lifting Him
toward Heaven as he dedicated this Child to the living
God. He prophesied to Mary, His mother, that a sword
would pierce her own soul also. Anna saw the shadow that
crossed Mary’s face and walked closer to the couple that 



had brought their Precious Baby to be dedicated. Looking
around, she was surprised at the amount of people that
were clustered about, some of them whispering,
wondering at what the significance of the one small Child
could be.

Urgently Anna spoke, giving thanks to the Lord and
sharing with them that this Baby was the very One that
would bring redemption to Israel. As her prophecy
unfolded the parents turned to face her and a flicker of
understanding lit up their faces. She smiled, nodded her
head to confirm they were correct in believing her words
of truth.

Soon the crowd dispersed. Anna was thrilled as she
watched the parents depart with their precious bundle
knowing that they did not perceive the full knowledge at
this time of what He would do for the nation of Israel and
all humanity by His own sacrifice for the whole world.

Feeling the weariness come over her after all the
excitement, Anna turned slowly and made her way back to
her small apartment, slowing even more to appreciate the
large pot below her only window, full of majestic color of
her Delphiniums, that were such a blessing to her as they
bloomed. Dark blue, purple, white and scarlet. Even
through the off season she treasured the memory of their
beauty. Tending to pluck a few dried blossoms and
watering just a little but not too much, Anna smiled and
gave thanks to the Creator for the beauty that gave her
great joy.



As she entered her home, she was overwhelmed by the
revelation that the Messiah had come as a wee Babe. She
poured over the scriptures, assuring herself that He was
indeed that One that was spoken of by Isaiah; “For unto us
a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will perform this.” 

Energy coursed through Anna and knowing the power of
the Holy Spirit moving upon her, she returned to the place
of the visitation of the Redeemer. Would she be able to
find Simeon? Yes! Simeon was still there. As she
approached him, he motioned for her to follow to a quiet
spot where they could share scripture that pointed to the
Redemption of Israel. 

As they settled into comfortable seats Simeon opened the
scroll of Isaiah. “Look, Anna! Here is the promise of our
Savior!”
 
 “Yes!” Anna responded! “I am blessed to have seen our
Savior of the world! But where has excitement gone about
the birth of the Savior! Where are the people that observed
Him now? Who is talking of Him! It is almost as if it never
happened!”



“O, it happened, Anna, and we were right where God
planted us to fulfill His promise to us, that we should see,
see with our own eyes the Baby that will grow into the
Man that will save all who believe in Him and Eternal Life
with Him will be our reward!

 “Abba, Father,” Anna prayed, as she rose to her feet with
outstretched arms toward heaven, not with closed eyes
and bowed head but looking up toward her Father-God
abiding with them, a wondrous smile lighting her aged
face, “Thank You for the promise to Simeon and myself
that You would show us the Savior before we are to rest
and await our eternal reward. You have been faithful to us
in every way, preparing us for the truth shown us today.
Thank You for the Gift You promised to Adam and Eve in
the Garden after the Fall. Thank you for each generation
from then to now that has known the Redemption
promised. We rejoice and sing praises to You for Your love
and mercy. Thank You, Amen.”

 Simeon also gave the Father praise and glory for the
fulfillment of the promise of the Savior that had indeed
come to them as promised from long ago!

 Not quite ready to return to her apartment, Anna began
sharing precious promises from the scriptures with
Simeon and he with her. Every promise brought to their
attention thrilled them with the knowledge that the Savior
was indeed among them. God had kept His promise. 

 Evening was approaching and Anna was the first to rise
from her seat “Thank you, Simeon for not only being with
me but sharing together all the promises our Heavenly
Father unfolded to us through the ancient scrolls.”



 “Thank you, Anna,” he rose also and graciously bid her
good evening, “It has been the most wonderful day of my
life!”

  Agreeing to meet again on the morrow, God willing, they
would continue their study of “The Virgin that shall be
with Child and bear a Son and call his name Emmanuel,
God with us.”

 Anna was satisfied with returning to her apartment and
the comfort of her dwelling place. She made a quick and
simple evening meal and was refreshed. After cleaning up
after her supper, she let herself relax and prepare for a
good night’s sleep.

 Kneeling by her bed she sought the King of the Universe
as she closed her perfect day in peace.
 Slowly, she arose and snuggled under the covers. Her
mind was not quite ready for sleep, so she reviewed the
most important day of her whole life, moment by moment
allowing her imagination to seek each memory in order of
how the day transpired.

 “Thank you for counting me worthy to see your Blessed
Son come in the flesh as a helpless Babe, knowing that
You, Father, gave Your only Son to save all who will come
unto Him! Father, I pray for those who seemed interested
in what Simeon was sharing but how callous they were at
the end of the day. Touch their hearts and be with the
Parents You Chose as they raise Your one and only
begotten Son…

 Anna knew sleep was near and whispered softly “See you
in the morning, Lord…
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T H E  F R A G I L E  B E A U T Y  O F  T H E  S I T U A T I O N

Delphiniums bring unrivaled height and color to
summer gardens with their showy spikes of vibrant

flowers. They come in a variety of colors, blue,
white, dark blue, purple, to name a few of their

colors. They can be cultivated or grow in the wild.
Hummingbirds love Delphiniums and will give you
added joy in your garden. I can imagine Anna’s

Delphiniums growing in a huge pot next to her door
and below her window where she can see them first
thing in the morning. I see her watering and tenderly

plucking the dead flowers to keep them blooming
as long as possible. Tending to flowers takes

patience and a watchful care. Anna was such a
woman watching and waiting for the messiah, and

it paid off. 
 

"Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer"

Romans 12:12



What things in  your life have you had to pertinently wait

for? How was the wait worth it.



Plant
 

O F  C H R I S T  T H R O U G H  T H E  S I T U A T I O N

"For God so loved the world (you and me) that He gave
His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God sent not
His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the

world through Him might be saved."
John 3: 16-17

What stirs love in your heart? Anna was responding in love to a poor
man and wife. She recognized and acknowledged the truth of the
Babe they were dedicating to God the Father to be the Salvation

of all who believed in Him. 



Am I open to seeing Christ in those around me? Even in the

most unlikely people?



Plant
 

T H E  H E A R T S  D E S I R E

God chose to reveal His son, the savior to
this dear old woman, Anna, who waited so

long with a love and yearning for the
messiah to come. The wait was a lifetime for
her, but she never gave up home, never quit

looking. And God honored her with this
special gift of a moment to see Jesus as a

new born babe.
 

' And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she

was of a great age, and had lived with an
husband seven years from he virginity; And she
was a widow of about fourscore and four years,
which departed not from the temple, but served
God with fastings and prayers night and day.

And she come in that instant gave thanks
likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all
them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.'

Luke 2: 36-38



What reward has God given to you in the wait?

often this is a personal blessing felt within.
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O F  W H O  W E  A R E  I N  C H R I S T

"We have known and have believed the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who remain in love remain in God and God

remains in them."
1 John 4: 16

Anna had a love for God the Father that surpassed all her
earthly situations: being a young, in love bride of seven
years to the love of her life, without the all important

blessing of having children, to being a widow of 84 years.
These years were spent in giving to all who entered the
temple with her love and support, leading and guidance
and the assurance of God the Father and the Gift of His
Son to save us from our sins. It was her nature to do so.

 



Write out the depth you have for the love of God



 
W I T H I N

Plant

Anna only has two verses in Luke 2:36, 37 to
show us her blessings of having God as her
Husband, the gift of prophecy she shared

abundantly every day of her life in the temple
serving all she came in contact with. She had a

front seat to the unfolding of what this Holy
Child would accomplish for you and me and all

who believe in Him for life eternal. Grow in
Jesus day by day. Draw closer and closer to the
best Friend you will ever have here and now and

for ever and ever!
 

Let us draw near with a true
heart in full assurance of

faith, with our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water.

Hebrews 10:22



A prayer of faithful trust, full of assurance He hears
you and will give you something more precious than you
can imagine. 


